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i am what i am

"but by the grace of God i am what i am, and His grace 
toward me was not in vain; but i labored more 
abundantly than they all, yet not i, but the grace of 
God which was with me." 1 cor 15:10

have you spent your whole life trying to make yourself 
into something you are not - perhaps something you 
aspire to or are envious of?  i know little children 
often have dreams of what they want to be when they 
grow up.  there's nothing wrong with that - to have a 
desire or an ambition.  the important thing is what 
direction is it heading you in and what snares may lie 
along their path.

as a now elderly person, i can understand how one would 
look back and wonder what would my life had been like 
if i had done this instead of that?  there's a stanza 
from a song sung by barbra streisand.

if i had changed a single day
what went amiss or went astray
i may have never found my way to you
i wouldn't change a thing that happened
on my way to you

i would change a lot of things, but only if they still 
led to my knowing Jesus in a more intimate way.  i 
would definitely have begun the "serious" search much 
sooner.  and oh the heartaches i would have missed.



God has such a beautiful plan for every life created.  
jeremiah 1:5 says, "before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you."  and even more beautifully, this declaration 
was made in psalm 139:16-16

Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.
and in Your book they all were written,
the days fashioned for me,
when as yet there were none of them.
how precious also are Your thoughts to me, o God!
how great is the sum of them!

yes, God has a plan for every life.  whether we choose 
to follow it or not is a different story.  there can be 
so many distractions and the deceiver is always seeking 
to deceive.  he will tell you there are many ways to 
get there while the Lord assures us "broad is the way 
that leads to destruction."

whether it's this shiny thing or just neglect and 
distraction, they all do not serve us well.  i have 
just finished reading ecclesiastes and it says in 
chapter 1, verse 2: "vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity."  all is vanity if it's not done for the Lord.  
sure, it may be a desired and even a helpful thing, but 
the truth is, "if you can't take it with you when you 
go, whatever it was valued at will soon be lost.

so it comes down to who "i am."  "what do you have that 
you did not receive?"  there will be no boasting in 
heaven, but talents for our use have been distributed 
to all.  are you using whatever talents the Lord may 
have given you for self or for God?



"let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid 
them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven." matt 19:14  
i don't know about you but i want to be just like Jesus 
when i grow up.  i want to be "i am".  not the great "I 
AM" but the little "i am".  i am all God made me to be.  
that's what God wants too.  Jesus, the firstborn among 
many brethren.  maranatha!


